Dear _________________:

Thank you for all that you do for our nation. I am writing to let you know that I am intersex/am an intersex ally. Intersex refers to people born with variations of sex characteristics in which their reproductive and/or sexual anatomy is not typically male or female. In case you were not aware, there are about thirty different types of intersex, together making up an estimated 1.7% of the population
, which makes being intersex as common as having red hair, and means there are approximately 5.4 million intersex people living in the United States. 

Unfortunately, intersex people are targets of discrimination ranging from loss of employment or housing, if our/their intersex status is somehow revealed, to being subjected to Intersex Genital Mutilation (IGM) as infants and minors, commonly known as “normalizing” surgeries in the medical community. These surgeries have been found so harmful that in 2013, the U.N. Special Reporter on Torture
 declared them a human rights violation and called on all member states to ban them, and this past April 1st, Malta became the fist nation in the world to do just that!

Intersex people don’t need to be “fixed” in order to grow up to be happy, productive citizens, and intersex Americans deserve the right to decide for themselves/ourselves whether they/we wish to alter their/our sex characteristics. 

Malta enacted this legislation due to the work of LGBTI-inclusive allies in bringing the intersex issues to government officials, using “Sex characteristics”, along with “gender identity” and “gender expression”, as grounds for discrimination. Similarly, in 2013, Australia’s LGBI-inclusive government enacted the first legislation that accurately protects intersex people under anti-discrimination legislation by adding “intersex status” to “sexual orientation and gender identity”, in their Sex Discrimination Act.
 

I urge you to advance similar legal protections for intersex Americans. The United States has long been a leader in providing “equality for all”, and I call on you to extend this to your intersex constituents. To assist you in doing so, I refer you to the short statement of community demands
, drafted at the 3rd International Intersex Forum, and Brief Guidelines for Intersex Allies
. All Americans deserve equal rights, regardless of prejudice against the way they’re/we’re born. 

Thank you in advance for your time and support!

(Add name and pertinent titles and/or affiliations)

� � HYPERLINK "https://oii.org.au/16601/intersex-numbers/" ��https://oii.org.au/16601/intersex-numbers/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14134" ��http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14134�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/01/gay-rights-malta-idUSL6N0WY1UC20150401" ��http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/01/gay-rights-malta-idUSL6N0WY1UC20150401�


� � HYPERLINK "http://oii.org.au/22713/sex-discrimination-amendment-intersex-status-act/" ��http://oii.org.au/22713/sex-discrimination-amendment-intersex-status-act/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilga-europe.org/home/news/latest/intersex_forum_2013" ��http://www.ilga-europe.org/home/news/latest/intersex_forum_2013�


� � HYPERLINK "http://oii-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Brief-Guidelines-for-Intersex-Allies.pdf" ��http://oii-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Brief-Guidelines-for-Intersex-Allies.pdf�





